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For Struggling Bolivia, Barbie Was a Convenient Gift to France
.26 	 fl2

By -Jackson Diehl
---•	 rnPlci

..1.A PAZ, Bolivia—One Tuesday
afternoon last month, Klaus Barbie

took time from his routine in this
Andean capital to pay an unsolicited
yisit to the Bolivian government
comptroller's office.

His business was relatively simple:
to pay a six-year-old, :310,000 debt,

his sole iegal quarrel with Bolivia's
new democratic government.

Barbie approached officials and
• announced he was prepared to pay.

Rut the Bolivians insisted that the

(Whir debt be converted to Bolivian

• currency at the official exchange
rate, then widely Ignored. Barbie

argued for a fairer price.
'['he result, government officials

here say, was that irritated bureau-

crats in a minor government agency

placed one of the mast wanted Nazi
war criminals under arrest, to the
surprise of the government leader-

ship here and the French and West
German diplomats who for years had

sought liarbie's extradition.
With that petty argument and ad

hoc detention, events were touched

off that led to Barbie's celebrated
imprisonment in France on charm

of crimes against humanity---and an
ongoing controversy in Bolivia about
the methods and motives of a weak

government's sudden action.

1.yort..s, France, Barbie was tokl

yesterday that he faces trial in at.

. least eight met involving shooting,
torturing and deporting hundreds of

Jews and French resistance fighters
!United Press International ri-

ported that investigating Judie

Christian Rim met with Barbie
his solitary confinement cell at 4.
Joseph's Prison to inform the tort*

Gestapo chief of the specific chargts
of "crimes against humanity." Them

involve Flarbies role in the deaths of
294 French citizens and the depor-
tation to Nazi death camps of 650
others.

(Riss was accompanied hy Bar-

hies court-appointed lawyer, Main
de la Servette, who said that 'Barbie,

69, had "aged considerably in a very
short time and refuse.- ccept his
enforced isolation."1

Barbie's summary expulsion by
the struggling, left-of-center govern-
ment of Hernan Sites Stiazo has won
Bolivia wide praise from European

governments at a time when the
country desperately needs aid. Gas-

tined French officials say that in
addition to an aid package planct,i
before the expulsion, they intent! 1..

"lead a campaign for Bolivia in

rope," in the words of one.
• In Bolivia, however, Barbies ex

pulsion is not such a simple issue.

Even as the government has c..r.

tinued to broadcast reports on stale .

television about Barbie!' crimes and

European gratitude, leading dem.-

cratic politicians and nmspapi-c-
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